
Keeping people with Alzheimer’s / 
Dementia safe is a growing concern 
in northern nevada…  

we want to keep those you love 
or care for safe. 

we understand that caring for a 
person with Alzheimer’s / Dementia 
or a child with cognitive impairments 
can present unique challenges.  we 
want to help you keep the person you 
care for safe and give you greater 
peace of mind. If you have questions 
pleaseplease call the northern nevada 
alzheimer’s association Call Center 
at: 

            1-800-272-3900

Please take a moment to review the 
enclosed items in this wandering 
information kit. 

it could save the life of someone you 
love or care for.  



What is Wandering? "Wandering” refers to a variety of 
behaviors that may result in people at any age living with 
Alzheimer’s, dementia, or cognitive impairments becoming  
lost or having their safety at risk. Anyone who has memory 
problems and is able to walk is at risk for wandering. Even 
in the early stages of dementia, a person can become 
disoriented or confused.

UnfoUnfortunately, it has become a common problem for people 
with cognitive impairments to end up lost.  According to 
the Alzheimer's Association, more than 6 of every 10 
people with dementia wander.  People living with 
Alzheimer’s / dementia have become an increasing concern 
in the Truckee Meadows. 

LocalLocal law enforcement have seen a sharp increase in calls 
relating to seniors with memory problems who had 
wandered and become missing.  Although common, 
wandering can be dangerous if the person is not found 
within 24 hours.  Up to half of those who wander risk 
serious injury or death. In northern Nevada, law 
enforcement and search and rescue teams, have saved 
missingmissing persons with dementia from dangerous locations 
near water, drains, and heavy brush miles away from home.

We want to help you keep them safe.  It is important to 
remember that no one thing is going to ensure the safety 
of a person with memory or cognitive challenges.  The 
enclosed disc is a collaboration between many community 
partners to provide you with practical strategies to 
minimize the risk of wandering and to be better prepared 
if wandering does occur. 

The CD includes:The CD includes:

• Information on who is at risk for wandering

• Tips to prevent wandering
 
• How to make a plan (includes a copy of the 
Wandering ID Kit)
 
•• Local agencies and free resources available to you that 
can help you

If someone in your care does get lost, it is vital that you 
call 911 to begin search and rescue efforts immediately. 
With each passing day the odds of finding any missing 
person decrease, but when the missing person is living 
with cognitive impairment, the odds are worse. 

It’sIt’s important that you organize and regularly update vital 
information on the person you are caring for, such as a 
photo, physical description and medical conditions. There 
are two very important tools you can provide to law 
enforcement in the event someone in your care becomes 
missing or wanders. 

every minute counts.

  • First, we encourage you to sign up online for Alert ID’s 
My Family Wallet at www.alertid.com. My Family Wallet 
offers a secure way for families and caregivers to store 
information so that in an emergency, AlertID can provide 
information to law enforcement instantly upon your 
request. 

  • Second, please complete the enclosed Wandering ID Kit 
and keep it in a place you can easily retrieve it for law 
enforcement. (A printable version of the kit is also 
included in the enclosed resource CD).

PeoplePeople living with Dementia or Alzheimer's do not wander 
without cause.  They typically are going somewhere,  
looking for something, and don't actually consider 
themselves lost, so they don't reach out for help.  Often 
they are found confused, frightened, and in dangerous 
environments that can affect their health and safety.  
Additionally, the stress experienced by families and 
caregiverscaregivers when a person with dementia wanders and 
becomes lost is significant. Have a plan in place 
beforehand, so you know what to do in case of an 
emergency.  


