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Today, the Washoe County Commission granted the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office
authority to proceed with plans to enter into an inter-local agreement to create a Joint
Powers Authority (JPA) which will establish a bi-state region known as the Tahoe
Regional Interoperability Partnership or “T.R.1.P.”. The partnership will create one of
the Nation’s largest regional partnerships of this kind and perhaps the first region to
address interoperable communication issues and challenges supporting first responders
and mutual aide. The JPA will potentially affect a region that includes Western Nevada
counties, California counties surrounding Lake Tahoe and most California Counties north
of Interstate 1-80.

According to Washoe County Sheriff Mike Haley, “Since the Angora fire, it became
evident that first responders serving the sensitive and challenging environment of Lake
Tahoe lacked the most fundamental of tools — the ability to communicate and organize
their response efforts. The T.R.I.P. recognizes the challenge that communications present
across this super region and the mutual commitment to protect, not just the citizens of the
region but, its natural resources, its national and regional economic importance and the
security of its nationally critical infrastructure corridors.”

The JPA will establish formal collaboration between counties in Nevada and California to
create interoperable communication capabilities throughout this region. Developing the
partnership and its mission has been underway for the past year. Counties throughout
the region will participate with the JPA by adopting a Memorandum of Understanding.

“Through the JPA, first responders will be able to leverage and share federal resources
and grants, technology, training and other assets to protect a critical region of the nation.
It is important to recognize that Senate and House members serving the region are highly
supportive of this project and its importance to the region and nation,” said Sheriff Mike
Haley.



“In recent years we have focused a great deal of time, energy and resources on
giving law enforcement agencies the tools they need to maintain effective
communication during emergency situations,” Senator Harry Reid said. “Given the
sensitive geographic and agricultural needs of the Tahoe Basin, this partnership is
an excellent way to ensure the people and ecosystems of the basin are protected. |
applaud the Washoe County Commission on their decision and look forward to
working with them to ensure the success of this partnership.”
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